
Music Education 
4400 University Drive, MS 3E3 

Fairfax, VA 22030-4444 

Page 1 of 4 

 Teacher Performance Assessment 

Student Teacher _________________________________ Assessor   ____ US     ____ MT 

Mentor Teacher _________________________________ ___Fall  ___Spring    Year: _____ 

Univ. Supervisor _________________________________ Placement    ___ 1st   ___ 2nd 

Name of School _________________________________ ___ Elementary    ___Secondary 

Subjects Taught ___ Band    ___ Chorus    ___Gen. Music   ___Guitar    ___ Strings   ___Other: __________ 

INSTRUCTIONS: The standards-based criteria listed on this form is organized into three broad categories: 1) 
Teacher Competencies, 2) Musicianship, and 3) Teacher Dispositions. The assessor should consider the 
performance of the student teacher based upon observations that occur throughout the placement, however; the 
score for each item should be in relation to the degree that the standard conforms to best practice at the 
conclusion of the placement. The following scale will be used: 

4 The ST consistently demonstrates best practices 
3 The ST often demonstrates best practices 
2 The ST seldom demonstrates best practices 
1 The ST does not demonstrate sufficient competency in this area 
0 The ST did not submit assignment or document (not used to assess skill-based criteria) 

NO Not Observed (this rating is not averaged into the final score -used for skill-based criteria)
NA Not Assessed (this rating is not averaged into the final score -used for assignment or document)

An item that does not contain the option to select "NA" or "NO" indicates that the assignment, document, or 
skill is expected and MUST be scored. The assessor will provide a comment for each item that is marked 

with a “1,” or “0.” When complete, the assessor will print two copies of this form, sign, and discuss 

with the ST. The ST will sign both copies of the form. The assessor will provide the ST with one copy of 
the form. The US will forward the retained copies of the signed forms to the office of Clinical Practice. 

FINAL SCORE: 

1. TEACHING COMPENTENCIES Score: 

Classroom Management Subtotal: 
Motivates students by incorporating a variety of reward strategies. 
Creates an orderly environment by establishing new routines and/or reinforcing existing routines. 
Circulates throughout the classroom as the teaching situation warrants. 
Demonstrates excellent pacing when implementing instruction. 
Manages time effectively to keep students on-task and engaged in the learning activity. 
Handles disruptions firmly and fairly through consistent enforcement of pre-established consequences. 
Redirects off-task behavior promptly and without disruption of learning activity. 
Demonstrates a proactive approach to discipline solving student behavior problems before they occur. 
Begins and ends lessons on time. 
Provides praise that is specific and meaningful. 
Writes an outline of the lesson plan on the board listing the order of activities and/or music titles. 

Planning and Instruction Subtotal: 
Instructional objectives stated in the lesson plan are singular and measurable. 
Plans activities that are focused on achievement of the instructional objective(s). 
Lesson plans provide a variety of activities and procedures that accommodate different learning styles. 
Incorporates strategies in lesson plans that meet the developmental needs of special learners. 
Incorporates a collaborative approach when planning lessons. 
Implements appropriate assessment strategies to measure student mastery of instructional objectives 
Adapts pacing, methods, and materials utilizing feedback from student assessments. 
Keeps records of student strengths and areas that need improvement. 
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Methodology Subtotal: 
Relates activities to students’ interests, knowledge, and experiences. 
Teaches one concept at a time prior to asking the student to attend to many concepts all at once. 
Teaches for mastery of each concept with adequate follow-through before moving to the next activity. 
Activities demonstrate appropriate sequencing of procedures by teaching sounds before notation. 
Explains theoretical concepts of music only after students experience and perform the activity. 
Teaches fundamental musicianship skills to the group through unison studies. 
Prescribes solutions to musical performance errors based upon accepted pedagogical practice. 

Managing Materials Subtotal: 
Gathers, creates, and organizes materials and equipment in advance. 
Implements music technology (metronome, tuner, etc.) to teach/reinforce fundamental music skills. 
Utilizes music notation software (i.e. Finale, Sibelius, etc.) to create supplemental materials 
Incorporates and/or recommends web-based applications to help students achieve musical goals. 
Provides sufficient copies of unison studies, music, assessment slips, and other materials. 

Communication Subtotal: 
Provides clear and concise verbal directions to students by speaking assertively. 
Establishes eye contact with students when providing verbal directions. 
When asking the students a question, provides students with adequate time to form a response. 
Avoids talking over the metronome, reference pitches, or while playing musical recordings. 
Speech does not evidence repetitive mannerisms [i.e. uh, um, ok, etc.] in oral communication. 
Written communication displays proper grammar and punctuation. 

Professionalism Subtotal: 
Arrives to all scheduled events on time. 
Communicates -with sufficient notice- prior to being late or missing a scheduled event. 
Dresses appropriately with clothing that distinguishes the ST from the students. 
Projects a professional demeanor to students and/or their parents. 
Responds to communication and requests for information in a timely manner. 

FOR US ONLY - Submits required paperwork (itemized below) on/or before posted deadlines:
Contact Information 
Progress Reports 
Video Observation Report 
Literature/Method Book Survey 
Log of Hours 
Other: 
Other: 

FOR US ONLY [Assignment] Video Observation Report Subtotal: 
Provides an accurate accounting of teacher talk to student play 
Provides an accurate accounting of praise and criticism 
Recognizes strengths and areas that need improvement pertaining to pacing 
Recognizes strengths and areas that need improvement pertaining to motivation 
Recognizes objectives that require review/reinforcement based on assessment data 
Provides a viable strategy for improving areas of weakness noted in the report. 

COMMENTS: 
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2. MUSICIANSHIP Score:  
    

      Aural Skills Subtotal:  
      Accurately detects and diagnoses:  
 uncharacteristic tone/poor vowel placement by instrument part or voice.  
 note/key errors by instrument part or voice.  
 rhythmic errors by instrument part or voice.  
 articulation/bowing/diction errors by instrument part or voice.  
 intonation errors by instrument part or voice.  
 ensemble errors (balance, blend, style, tempo, dynamic contrast) by instrument part or voice.  
   

 Modeling Subtotal:  
 Helps students create good sounds through imitation/modeling in lieu of lengthy verbal explanations.  
 Demonstrates technique through performance on principal instrument or voice.   
 Chooses high quality recordings to serve as musical models when appropriate.  
 Demonstrates by example: posture, instrument carriage, bow grip, etc.  
   

 Conducting Subtotal:  
 Emphasizes appropriate conducting and other non-verbal gestures to convey musical directions.  
 Exhibits appropriate fundamental conducting mechanics when teaching from the podium.  
 Conducting skill demonstrates a high degree of musical artistry during rehearsals and performances.  
 Is not bound to the music/score when teaching/rehearsing.   
   

 Analytical Skills Subtotal:  
 Refines aural concept of the music by investing sufficient time to score study.  
 Extracts problematic rhythmic/melodic fragments from score to create fundamental unison studies.  
 Interprets transpositions correctly for instrument and/or vocal parts from a score or part.  
 Selects level appropriate music for students by recognizing voice/instrument range limits in the score.  
   

 Accompanying Skills Subtotal:  
 Provides accompaniment to melodic content through piano, guitar, recordings, or MIDI sequences.  
 Uses piano to improvise simple harmonized and accompaniment patterns for beginner students.  
   

 Sightsinging/Sightreading Subtotal:  
 Accurately sings/performs unfamiliar melodic material for students.  
 Accurately chants/counts/performs unfamiliar rhythmic material for students.  
 Accurately interprets signs, symbols, and other markings in unfamiliar music for students.  
 Leads students to perform unfamiliar music through appropriate verbal/non-verbal directions  
   

 [Assignment] Literature/Method Book Survey Subtotal:  
 The report describes a variety of level/age appropriate literature for the grade levels of the placement.  
 The music literature listed in the report includes sufficient examples that are considered significant.  
 The analysis of teaching materials provides insightful observations pertaining to pedagogy.  
 Other:  
   

COMMENTS: 
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3. TEACHER DISPOSITIONS Score: 

Reflection Subtotal: 
Seeks, accepts, and reflects upon feedback from peers, faculty, and advisors. 
Applies feedback from the MT and US as evidenced in lesson plans and implementation of instruction. 
Exhibits a willingness to consider divergent philosophies and methodologies. 
Demonstrates an interest to continue learning pedagogy through recognizing areas for improvement. 

Responsibility Subtotal: 
Is trustworthy and can be depended upon to keep his/her word. 
Arrives early to help set-up; stay late to help put materials away. 
Meets deadlines without prompting or reminders. 
Accepts responsibility for actions, especially in regards to mistakes. 
Demonstrates initiative and pursues new opportunities to expand knowledge, skills, and/or abilities.
Anticipates and attends to new situations as they arise. 
Demonstrates stamina, flexibility, and a positive attitude. 

Caring Subtotal: 
Establishes positive and appropriate relationships with students. 
Values and respects student differences. 
Shows concern for all aspects of students’ well-being. 
Communicates high expectations while respecting individual differences and cultural diversity. 

[Assignment] Observation Journal Subtotal: 
Contains regular entries (minimum 1 per week) throughout the placement. 
Contains entries pertaining to assessment practices used to improve student learning. 
Contains observations of MT and other teachers and describes techniques that can improve teaching. 
Contains entries on how to improve teaching based on reading articles and/or in-service experiences. 
Contains self-assessments describing specific areas of weaknesses in lessons and how to improve. 

COMMENTS: 

_______________________________________________ _____ / _____ / ________ 
 SIGNATURE OF ASSESSOR (MT or US)      MO            DAY              YEAR 

_______________________________________________ _____ / _____ / ________ 
     SIGNATURE OF ST          MO            DAY              YEAR
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